CHAPTER XV

A Doctor's Thesis

WHAT does it matter to Science if her passionate
servants are rich or poor, happy or unhappy, healthy
or ill? She knows that they have been created to seek
and to discover, and that they will seek and find until their
strength dries up at its source. It is not in a scientist's power to
struggle against his vocation: even on his days of disgust or
rebellion his steps lead him inevitably back to his laboratory
apparatus.
We cannot, therefore, be surprised at the brilliance of the
researches Pierre and Marie carried out successfully during
these difficult years* Radioactivity grew and developed, ex-
hausting little by little the pair of physicists who had given it
life.
From 1899 to 1904 the Curies published, sometimes together
and sometimes separately, or sometimes in collaboration with
one of their colleagues, thirty-two scientific communications.
The titles of these notes are grim, and their text bristles with
diagrams and formulaewhich frighten the layman. Each of them,
nevertheless, represents a victory. In reading the dry enumera-
tion of the most important reports, let us think of how much
curiosity, obstinacy and genius lie within them.
On the Chemical Effects of Radium Rays. Marie Curie and Pierre
Curie, 1899.
On the Atom Weight ofRadifmus Barium. Marie Curie, 1900.
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